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Film Short Comment: SILENCE
TSUKADA Michiyo

17 century. The Edo Era. The young Portuguese missionary who has smuggled
himself into Japan to look for news of Ferreira as his mentor. He actually
witnessed the Christian persecution, the farmer's poverty and their strong faith
under the Chikugo (the chief magistrate of Kyushu district) magistrate. When he

saw it, what was the truth at that time?

Movie Director, Martin Scorsese focused on the character of padre's / priest’s
apostasy and transfiguration and tried creating and depicted the film " Chinmoku /
Silence". The camera captures without missing the facial expressions of suffering
persons, and the real feeling increases because the photographs of the daily living
of the hidden Christian, the steps of trampling and torture, and the geography of
villages and things, as all are based on the historical evidence, and so they give us
more real feeling.

Even after "Shimabara / Amakusa’s Battle'" has ended, Christian followers
(Catholics) as hidden Christianity they have been continuing their faith beyond the
time and space. In the Edo period persecution of secret Christian persecution by
authority was carried out. It is a movie that lets us think of idolatry, or worshiping
spiritual soul, so to speak it lets us think of the cultural “Sakoku” and “Edo reign”.

"Shimabara / Amakusa no Ran" (Shimabara / Amakusa’s Battle: December 11,
1637 - the end of April 12, 1638), as a result of victory whose the army against the
Shimabara’s natural erosion and farmers with the armed forces, it is described in
history that the army was victorious and all of young and old were executed. As a
result of this civil war, the Portuguese residing in Japan were expelled, prohibiting
trade and trade with Portugal in full and prohibiting traveling Portuguese boats.
And Japan's "Sakoku', which is national isolation began.

[Movie history literacy]



The board tattoo (Fumie in Japanese) appearing in the scenes of Silence is stored
in the ""Hidden Christian Material Museum" that is Sawada Miki Memorial Hall
(847 valuable items showing the history of martyrdom are on display)is located in
Oiso-machi, Kanagawa prefecture. http://www.princehotels.com/oiso/place/miki-

sawada-memorial-hall/

From works are keeping there, << board tatami: the Christ image of the crown

clasp of the crown>> and << Board Tapestry: Virgin and Child Image >>, appears
in this movie. I admire director Martin Scorsese to have had his enthusiasm for 28
years in order to create “Silence” and his staff’s perfective attitude for research in

charge of historical and cultural materials.

Endo Shusaku’s "Chinmoku'', which is the original novella of the movie “Silence”
is the winning award of the second Tanizaki Junichiro Award (1965). By the way,
this prize was a literary prize established by Chyuokoron Magazine Company, in
honor of Tanizaki’s activity in a wide range of genres in modern and

contemporary period.

The original "Chinmoku" is a novel based on precise historical facts and made use
of true materials to the extent as if it seemed to be nonfiction.

[Story]

The young Portuguese missionary Sebastian Rodrigo who has smuggled himself
into Japan to look for the Ferreira's information whom he looks up to as his
mentor. Rodrigo witnessed the facts which had happened under the Chikugo
Mori’s government. This is the true story which is happened in Edo Era, 17
century.

The story is developed along a plot of Endo’s work. For the information of senior
Ferreira teacher, Portuguese missionaries Rodrigo and Garupe belonged the
Society of Jesus attempted stowaway in Japan. It is in order to make sure of the
rumor whether Ferreira was seemed to apostate in Japan and to be Japanese
under the national isolation.

Rodrigo and Garupe were sheltered at secret Christian's village, but the one fact
they saw was a cruel Christian persecution. Soon they were caught by betrayal of
young guide's Kichijiro. When not apostatizing, when the farmers do not make a
battle, you threaten the belief that a missionary can show the actuality instead of



not being the secret Christians. Villagers of Christian followers (Catholics) were
tried as heretic and were punished to suspend upside down in an earth-hole as a
penalty, and Ferreira was also loaded with it. Rodrigo by himself anguishes in his
own belief, looking actually at the moan in farmers’ pain of lives.

Before long Rodrigo was led to a Zen temple and was heard lowly a roar like a
snore of human at mid night. It was the roar of faith-believers tortured passing
through their lips. When he knew it, you make the difference in the Japanese
cultural ground, and directly hearing from Ferreira himself the fact that the
suspending penalty was tortured too, at last Rodrigo put his foot on a plate with a
crucifix to be trodden on. It was at dawn nearly when a cock crowed.
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