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The Flowers of Spring

Chieko discovered the violets flowering on the trunk of the old maple tree.
“Ah. They've bloomed again this year,” she said as she encountered the
%entleness of spring.
he upper violet and the lower v1olet were separated by about a foot. “Do the
upper and_lower violet ever meet? Do they know each other?” Chieko
wondered. What could it mean to say that the violets “meet” or “know” one

another?
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The Flower of Winter

“These are for you. Come again... please.”
Naeko shook her head. Chieko stood agéamst the Bengara lattice door,
watching as Naeko walked away. Naeko did not look back. A few delicate
snowflaKes fell on Chieko’s hair and quickly vanished. The town was as it
should be, still silent in sleep.
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